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As my friend left my office on a Wednesday 

morning, I watched him walk away as he left to 

go home. I couldn’t help but think of what an 

inspiring man of faith he is and the many ways 

he has put his faith in action. 

Parishioner, Ed Woodman, was born and raised 

in Avon Lake, Ohio where he attended St. 

Joseph Church.  Since he was eight years old, 

he remembers wanting to be a priest and having 

a love and devotion to Christ and the church. 

After graduating from high school, Ed served 

during the Vietnam war.  Initially he was 

stationed in San Francisco with his best friend, 

but, as fate would have it, his friend was sent to 

Vietnam and Ed was sent to guard missile sites 

in Germany. It was an anxious time in history 

and Ed prayed the rosary with fervor for the 

safety of the soldiers in the war zones, especially 

for his friend who was in harms way. 

When Ed’s service to our country was complete, 

he went to college earning a doctorate in 

education.  His mission was to care for kids 

through education.  One way Ed accomplished 

this was to head the Safe and Drug-Free 

Schools program in his school district where he 

served.  

Approximately 23 years ago, Ed was diagnosed 

with colon cancer; his prognosis was not good.  

So he turned to Our Lord for his one hope for 

healing.  Regardless of the outcome, Ed placed 

his full trust in God. Going to confession at St. 

Joseph’s Cathedral, he remembers praying, “My 

Lord, I’m ready if you are.”  Apparently, that was 

enough of a prayer, because after more 

radiation, the next report from his doctor showed 

no cancer. His physician called Ed ‘his miracle’. 

Ed joined Resurrection parish in 1999. 

In Mark’s gospel, Jesus is addressing his 

disciples and asked them, “Who do people say 

that I am?”  After several different answers, Peter 

replied, “You are the Christ.”  Jesus warned them 

not to tell anyone and then told them that the 

Son of Man must suffer greatly.  Peter, not 

wanting to hear this, expressed his disapproval 

of what Jesus was saying.  Jesus sharply 

rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me Satan.” 

He summoned the crowd with his disciples 

and said to them,  

“Whoever wishes to come after me must 

deny himself, take up his cross, and follow 

me. For whoever wishes to save his life will 

lose it, but whoever loses his life for my 

sake and that of the gospel will save it.”   

As followers of Christ, it is often difficult for us to 

understand that suffering is part of the journey. 

Trusting and surrender during times of challenge 

requires tremendous faith.  It is why I write about 

my friend Ed Woodman.  It is through his 

suffering that his faith has grown exponentially. 

Recently, Ed went through cognitive testing that 

showed gradual and steady memory loss.  He’s 

not in physical pain, but he’s aware that this is a 

progressive disease that eventually will render 

him dependent.  Our parish has benefitted from 

his brilliant mind and exceptional talents.  His 

service to our community includes: Planning 

Committee for our current church, woodworking, 

Lector, EOM, Alpha Leadership, past president 

Pastoral Council, Art and Environment ministry, 

Healing Prayer Ministry and the list goes on.  For 

me, Ed’s greatest contribution is his example of 

faith in action and his profound love of Christ, 

even in the midst of suffering. 


